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OCEAN STEWARD - EDUCATOR - COMMUNITY SCIENTIST 

E D U C A T I O N 

B.S. Wildlife Fisheries and 
Conservation Biology,               
UC Davis,1999

B.A. Studio Art, UC Davis,1999

M.A. Biology, Boston University 
Marine Program, 2003: Trophic 
Status, Contaminant Profile and 
Cytochrome P450 CYP1A 
activity in Harp, Harbor  and 
Grey Seals of Cape Cod, MA

Ph.D. Pathobiology, Department 
of Pathobiology & Veterinary 
Science. University of 
Connecticut,  2014: Assessing 
differences in species 
susceptibility to Phocine 
Distemper Virus in harp, harbor 
and grey seals of the Northwest 
Atlantic

Certificate in Core Public 
Health Competencies UCONN 
Masters in Public Health & CT 
Department of Public Health, 
2012

P R O F E S S I O N A L  
D E V E L O P M E N T

                                          
Racial Equity and Justice, Racial 
Justice Institute, June 2019 & 
February 2022

Facilitation- “Facilitating for 
Change“ New Learning Journey                   
August 24-26  2022

Facilitation Coaching, Impact By 
Design, 2023

Community Leadership Institute 
Cape Cod, Class of 2017  

ANDREA BOGOMOLNI, Ph.D

I am an interdisciplinary community scientist working to improve ocean and human health. 
My expertise includes understanding pathogen transmission in marine animals, ecosystem 
intersections, marine mammal bycatch reduction, conservation challenges of rebounding 
marine mammal species, education and outreach.  While remaining a practitioner of this 
work and convener, I have also worked  to advance solutions through the philanthropic 
sector. I remain committed conservation, while also creating avenues to address the    

    wellbeing challenges affecting fellow marine conservationists, specifically addressing  
          conservation. 

WORK EXPERIENCE 
Research Specialist
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA | July 2026 -present

Bycatch Conservationist. Focused on reducing and mitigating marine mammal fisheries 
bycatch through outreach, research, management and policy practices. 

Program Officer
Island Foundation, Marion, MA | May 2019-July 2026

Responsible for managing the education and environment portfolio areas of the 
Foundation. Managed the Fishing Gear Marking Development Fund created to  
incentivize the creation of geo-locating technology to apply rope-less technology in 
our oceans. Developed a Conservation Resiliency Fellowship  “Restoring Force” with 
Peter Forces at Knoll Farm, VT to address conservation fatigue and mental wellness   

               in the conservation fields. 

Contractor
Azura | January 2024- current-

Support NEFSC Woods Hole, Protected Species Division, Conservation Ecology 
Branch, seal ecology research and sampling objectives for seal research and marine 
mammal bycatch. Completed sample inventory  (30+ years) of archived marine 
mammal samples; 6 trainings for marine mammal necropsy for NEFSC; completed 
NIST training; website updates for CEB. 

Contractor
Integrated Statistics | January 2023- January 2024

Support NEFSC Woods Hole, Protected Species Division, Conservation Ecology 
Branch, seal ecology research and sampling objectives for seal research and marine 
mammal bycatch.

Consultant
Blue World Research Institute | April 2022- December 2022

Seal CODEX, Community Coordinator. Partnership with WildMe, BOEM and BWRI to 
coordinate conversations and communication to the seal research and conservation 
community of the northeast US to utilize the seal CODEX photo ID platform. 

Visiting Investigator
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA | Sept 2018- August 2019

Consultant
Revive & Restore Sausalito, CA  | May-June 2019 

Ocean Genomic Horizon Scan. A project to determine the biggest risks and solutions 
for Ocean Health and identify issues to distribute $10 million in funds. Tasked with
 reviewing the most recent developments in Marine Mammal Health and interviewing 
the global leaders in marine mammal science.
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R E S I D E N C I E S  &    
F E L L O W S H I P S

2019- Emerging Young Scientist in 
Residence, Mystic Aquarium 
(offered)
2018- Knoll Farms, Better Selves 
Fellow 
2018- Peaked Hill Trust, Artist/
Scientist in Residence at the Cape 
Cod National Seashore 

A W A R D S
Switzer Environmental Leadership 
Fellowship, Switzer Foundation 

Best Student Poster, American 
Fisheries Society Southern New 
England Regional Chapter Meeting 

Multicultural Fellowship Award, 
UCONN

Department of Pathology and 
Veterinary Sciences, Pre-Doctoral 
Fellowship

Sounds Conservancy Grants 
Program/QLF Grant, Award

Interdisciplinary Research Training 
Initiative on Coastal Ecosystems and 
Human Heath Fellowship (IRICH)  

Humes Award Grant, Boston 
University Marine Program

C O M M U N I T Y   
O U T R E A C H

Invited Speaker, Invited to speak at 
80+ community events, films and 
panels on the ecology and biology 
of seals, conflict issues with seals, 
collaborative research, one health, 
marine mammal health, marine 
mammal stranding, toxicology and 
more. 

Convener, Organized over 15 
Regional, National and International 
Meetings focused on marine 
mammal stranding, seals and 
ecosystem health. Co-organized 
workshops with federal partners as 
well as regional grassroots 
international organizations and 
experts. 

Postdoctoral Trainee
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA & NOAA  | Jan-Sept 2015

Tasked with reviewing the most recent developments in Marine Mammal Health 
and interviewing the global leaders in marine mammal science. Trainee-ship
postdoc opportunity allowed for experience working with the NOAA Marine 
Mammal Health and Stranding Response Program. Duties included work to 
develop Health MAPP, a database system incorporating environmental, animal and 
ocean health data to understand marine coastal and ocean issues. 

Graduate Research Assistant
UCONN Storrs, CT  Dept. of Pathobiology & Veterinary Science | Sept 2011- Sept 2014 

Conducted graduate research on Phocine Distemper Virus including experimental 
design, sample coordination, laboratory work, writing manuscripts for peer review 
publication and thesis writing.

Research Associate II | March 2007-January 2015 
Research Assistant II | Oct 2005-March 2007
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA. 

Duties include research, necropsy, writing and sample coordination for several 
projects. The major projects involved a NOAA Oceans and Human Health project 
to conduct a survey of marine animal zoonotic pathogens as well as determination
of cause of death for marine mammals. publication and thesis writing. Publication 
of several peer reviewed manuscripts, lectures and talks at national and 
international conferences. Related skills include necropsy of marine birds, marine 
mammals and sharks, sample preparation for virus, fungal bacterial and parasite 
pathogens, database creation and implementation. Collaborations and outreach 
with the fishing industry and partners, marine mammal stranding networks, 
terrestrial wildlife researchers, academic institutions as well as marine laboratories.

Consultant
Biodiversity Research Institute, Portland, ME | July- Sept 2008

Development of protocols for scat collection from free ranging harbor seals for 
mercury analysis. 

Stranding and Database Coordinator
Eastern Caribbean Cetacean Network | Sept 2005- Sept 2015

Organized historical and current marine mammal stranding data for the Eastern 
Caribbean as well as organized trainings and workshops for the Spanish, English, 
French and Dutch Caribbean. Capacity building involved training both live and 
dead response to facilitate the creation of marine mammal stranding networks in 
these island nations and coordinating supplies and global expertise. 

Necropsy Coordinator   
Cape Cod Stranding Network, Inc. Buzzards Bay, MA  | April 2003- Oct 2005

Coordinated marine mammal necropsies of small and large cetaceans, seals and 
porpoise. Accomplishments include the creation of a streamlined data collection 
and sample processing method for all dead stranded marine mammals including a 
code system for cause of mortality. 

Guest Investigator 
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA | April 2003- Oct 2005

Appointment in the lab of Dr. Michael Moore. 

Guest Investigator
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA | Oct 2017- current

Appointment in the lab of Dr. Rebecca Gast. 

Guest Student
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution, Woods Hole, MA | April 2003- Oct 2005

Appointment in the lab of Dr. John Stegeman to complete Master’s research work 
on CYP1A1 studies in seals on Cape Cod.



T E A C H I N G   E X P E R I E N C E

Adjunct Faculty  
Massachusetts Maritime Academy, Buzzards Bay, MA | March 2019 – current

Marine Mammals, 4329. Biology, anatomy and physiology, threats to marine 
mammals, laws and human dimension research, with an emphasis on species and 
issues relevant to the experiences that the cadets at MMA may encounter. This 
includes interactions with North Atlantic rights and the navigational challenges to 
both whales and vessels. Spring 2020 & 2021 were developed into an on-line 
synchronous course. 

Faculty 
Marine Studies Consortium, Boston, MA | Sept 2020– January 2023

Bio 240A, Introduction to Marine Mammals. Development of curriculum and course 
work for undergraduate students from several universities. This course covers basic 
biology, anatomy and physiology, threats to marine mammals, laws and human 
dimension research. Fall 2020 was developed into an on-line synchronous course. 

Adjunct Lecturer  
Bridgewater State University, Cape Cod. Yarmouth, MA  | July 2015- Nov 2020

BIOL 408 Marine Mammal Biology, (07/05/2015-8/04/2019); Marine Conservation 
Challenges, Senior College (Fall 2020). Development of curriculum and course work 
for 10-20 undergraduate and graduate students in this intensive summer science 
and writing course. Along with this course, lectures are given outside of the normal 
course time for the "ask the professor" lecture series to promote open public 
education and outreach. A one -day workshop was also developed on Marine 
Mammals and Ocean and Human Health for the public. 

Teaching Faculty
Shoals Marine Laboratory, UNH/Cornell Appledore Island, ME | May 2015- Aug 2019

Co-Instructor for Marine Mammal Biology for undergraduate students from several 
universities. The course is an intensive 2-week summer course where students and 
faculty are expected to work 10 hours a day immersed in science, writing, teaching 
and communicating science. Classes are between 10-20 students. Students and 
faculty live at the Shoals Marine Lab. Related skills include course development, 
small boat operation and teaching science to a diverse range of students in an 
intensive 2 weeks course period. Education program analysis and evaluation is 
completed for every year of the course. 

Marine Mammal Research Mentor, Seal Research Program Lead
Shoals Marine Laboratory, UNH/Cornell Appledore Island, ME | May 2011- current

Development of science based curriculum and implementation of a long term 
undergraduate education program for Seal Research (SURG program).
The data collected been used for aiding in management of marine mammals and 
presented at national and international conferences. internship program supports up 
to three interns each summer. Skills include boat Instruction, handling, photo ID, 
teaching, curriculum development and organizing guest lecturers to the island. 
Fourteen students have been mentored through this program.

Instructor
Woods Hole Children’s School of Science, Woods Hole, MA  | June 2002- Aug 2018

Developed coursework and curriculum for several classes including: Seashore Life 
(age 7-8), Marine Mammals (age 13-15), Experiments in Woods Hole (age 13-16) 
and Global Sustainability (age 13-15). Classes are three weeks long each summer. 

L E A D E R S H I P

Creator, Co-Founder Northwest 
Atlantic Seal Research Consortium 
(NASRC) (2008; 2013- present)     

Co-Creator, “Seals and Society” a 
traveling exhibit through the New 
Bedford Whaling Museum. 
and at:
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/
exhibition/seals-and-society/ 

Co-Creator, Conservation 
Resiliency Fellowship “Restoring 
Force”  (2020-current) with Peter 
Forbes (Knoll Farm, VT) 
Listening Session Lead 
Facilitator. NOAA Marine Mammal 
Health and Stranding, Mental Health 
and Wellness Webinar Series. 
March 16. 2025. 
Co-organizer, “Collaborative 
Workshop to Address Seal-Fisheries 
Interactions.” Virtual workshop to 
bring marine mammal stranding, 
fisheries managers and fishermen 
from the NE and NW Atlantic 
together to address seal bycatch. 
Virtual, December 9-10th  2021. 
Lead, NASRC 7th meeting. Power of 
Partnerships. June 30th 2021. Virtual 
meeting in partnership with the 
NEFSC, Woods Hole Seal Research 
Program.
Webinar Series, Creation of a 
Webinar meeting summer series for 
NASRC (2020). 
Chair, NASRC 6th meeting. “Seals 
and Society: Shifting Ecological and 
Social Baselines,” UMass 
Dartmouth, SMAST Campus, New 
Bedford MA. May 3rd 2019.  
Co-Chair, Northwest Atlantic Seal 
Research Consortium, Health 
Working Group. Completed 
report on Pinniped Health Risk 
Factor. Published as a technical 
report through NOAA’s Greater 
Atlantic Regional Office (GARFO). 
2016.
Organizer, A Cooperative Training 
Workshop on Marine Animal - 
Fisheries Interactions for Scientists, 
Fishermen, Marine Mammal 
Stranding Network Personnel and 
Fisheries Managers Co-organized 
with O. Nichols. 2015. 

http://sealconsortium.org
http://sealconsortium.org
http://www.sealsandsociety.org
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/exhibition/seals-and-society/
https://www.whalingmuseum.org/exhibition/seals-and-society/
https://knollfarm.org/restoring-force/
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S C I E N T I F I C  R E V I E W 
2025-    Reviewer, Marine Mammal Science
2022-    Editorial Board, Review Editor of Human-Wildlife Interactions; special section of             

Frontiers in Conservation Science.
2022-    Reviewer, Frontiers in Marine Science
2022-    Reviewer, Frontiers in Conservation Science 
2019-    Reviewer, Northeastern Naturalist
2015-    Reviewer, Diseases of Aquatic Organisms

A P P O I N T M E N T S  &  C O M M I T T E E S
2025 First Light Collective Cape Cod, Steering Committee, 2025- present

2023  Board Member, Grantmakers Council of Rhode Island, 2023- present

2024     Atlantic Large Whale Take Reduction Team, Conservation alternate
2023 Harbor Porpoise Take Reduction Team, Conservation alternate

2022 84th Massachusetts Legislative Seminar Cohort, Massachusetts Senate Office 
of Education and Civic Engagement

2021 Adjunct Faculty, UMASS Boston, Boston, MA, Nov 2021- present

2020 At-Large Member, Stellwagen Bank National Marine Sanctuary, Sanctuary
Advisory Council (2020-2023). 

2020 Grant Reviewer, Mass Environmental Trust. (2020-2021)
2017 Board of Trustees, Member, National Marine Life Center, Buzzards Bay, MA. 

(2016-2019) 
2017 Board Member, Friends of Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge, Chatham, MA.

(2016-2019)
2012 Chair, Northwest Atlantic Seal Research Consortium (NASRC) Co-founder, 

Steering committee member, sealconsortium.org (2012-current). lead member and 
creator of a team delivering products and services related to conservation, 
education, and/or outreach programs for protected species, specifically pinnipeds in  
the NW Atlantic.

P E R M I T S  &  A U T H O R I Z A T I O N S
Principle Investigator- NOAA LOC: Level B Harassment Permit:  20412: 2016-2021; 25751 

2021-2026  
Co-Investigator MMHSRP Permit # 18786-01 to 05: 2017-2021; #18786-06 2021-2022  
Co-Principle Investigator MMPA General Authorization 17670-16260 (rev), #21719 NEFSC: 

2011-2026; #26939 2023-2028               
NMFS Education/Parts: Permit holder (2013-current).  
NMFS Marine Mammal Tissues for health research purposes: Permit holder (current). 

R E C E N T  G R A N T  A W A R D S 
Fuller Foundation, Healthy Wildlife Populations: Long Term Monitoring of the Harbor and 
Gray Seal Population at the Isle of Shoals, Maine. ($7,000) December 2023. Shoals Marine 
Lab. 2024.
Woods Hole Sea Grant, Human Dimensions of Rebounding Populations of Seals and 
Sharks on Cape Cod, Collaborator. ($106,000 PI Jennifer Jackman, Salem State) 2019.
National Marine Sanctuaries Foundation. Characterizing Depredation and Bycatch in NE 
Sink Gillnet ($119,000, PI O. Nichols, Co- PIs A. Bocconcelli, A. Bogomolni and D. Feeney) 
2018.
US Marine Mammal Commission. Pilot funds to Characterize Depredation and Bycatch in 
NE Sink Gillnet ($40,000 PIs A, Bocconcelli, A. Bogomolni, O. Nichols) 2017.
World Animal Protection. Photo Identification and Population Counts at the Isles of Shoals: 
Characterization Entanglement in Harbor Seals and Gray Seals Documented at Duck Island, 
Isles of Shoals, Maine ($1,000, PI)  2016.

(Leadership, con’t)
Chair, Northwest Atlantic 
Seal Research Consortium 
5th Biennial Meeting: “Seals 
Science and Management: 
Where Research and 
Reason Meet.” SMAST, 
New Bedford, April 27th 
2018.

O U T R E A C H

Aquatic Brewing Science 
Night, with Chatham 
Harvesters Cooperative and 
the Center for Coastal 
Studies, June 18, 2024.

Graduation 
Commencement Keynote 
speaker, The Greene 
School, West Greenwich, RI 
June 12, 2021. 

Pier Host Program, at the 
Chatham Fish Pier, MA. 
Collaboration with the 
program started by the 
Cape Cod Commercial 
Fisheries Alliance, in 
partnership with
the Atlantic White Shark 
Conservancy and the 
Northwest Atlantic Seal 
Research Consortium. 
2018-present.

WHOI Ocean Science Café, 
Development of a community 
science lecture series with the 
Woods Hole Oceanographic 
Institution. First lecture, “Seals, 
Sharks and Humans.” 2018.

Session Chair, Anatomy and 
Morphology Speaker Session, 
Society for Marine Mammalogy, 
Halifax NS, Canada, October 28, 
2017.

Panelist, Cape Cod National 
Seashore, White Shark Public 
Information Session: Sharks, 
Seals, and Public Safety, 
November 14th 2018 Nauset 
Middle School, Orleans, MA.

Panelist, Pinniped 
Disentanglement Workshop 
Society for Marine Mammalogy 
Conference, Halifax, NS Canada 
October 28th 2017.
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